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An idiot’s Guide to Cat
Shows

So you want to show your cat? Or
you’re just interested in finding out
how it all works? Hopefully this will
be able to answer your questions,
but if you have any more – just ask!

Background:

There are a few different
organisations that run cat shows in
the UK – the main two being the
Governing Council of the Cat Fancy
(GCCF) and The International Cat
Association (TICA). The GCCF runs
many more Championship shows
than TICA (including the Supreme
Cat Show), so we’ll talk about them
in this guide.

Are cat shows just for pedigrees?

There’s the opportunity to show your
household pet (HP) cat at GCCF
shows if you want to.  HP classes
include both non-pedigree and
pedigree cats.  Owners show their
pedigree cats in the HP section and
not the “normal” breed classes if they
perhaps don’t quite conform correctly
to that breed’s requirements. HPs
can earn rosettes and titles, so it can
be just as competitive as the breed
classes :)

First things first:

The very first thing you need to do
before showing your cat is to make
sure you buy the right kitten/cat in the
first place! You need to make sure
you do your research very
thoroughly and buy from a reputable
breeder who registers their cats with
the GCCF and who will give you lots
of help and information about
showing.

When you buy your kitten/cat, the
breeder needs to register the cat in
your name and you’ll get a
registration certificate from the
GCCF showing the full pedigree
name of the cat and lots of other
information. It’s important that you
keep this slip in a safe place, not only
because it shows you’re the
registered owner, but also because
these details need to be written on
cat show entry forms.

If you want to show your kitten, they
must be at least 14 weeks old on the
day of the show to be eligible, and
they’ll be classed as a kitten right up
to 9 months old. After that, cats are
shown in either Neuter or Adult
classes, depending on whether or
not they’ve had the operation

SO YOU WANT TO SHOW YOUR CAT



33

Kittens can win rosettes and other
prizes but, unlike Adults and
Neuters, their wins don’t count
towards any titles. It’s good to show
them young, though, as they can get
used to being judged and handled at
a show from a young age; and also
you as the owner will get feedback
from the judges as to what sort of
potential your fur-baby may have.

If your cat or kitten really doesn’t
enjoy going to shows, and you’ve
tried them at two or three (the first will
always be daunting as it’s a new
experience for them), you really
should consider whether it’s in their
best interests to show them or not.
An unhappy cat does not make a
good show cat.

You want to give it a go – so how
do you find out about shows?

All information relating to shows can
be found on the  GCCF Show
Calendar page. This gives the title
and date of each show, the address
of where it’s being held, and also the
show schedule. Let’s explain these in
a bit more detail:

Title:

Some shows are breed-specific, e.g.
the Progressive Ragdoll Breed Cat
Club show. Therefore, only Ragdoll
cats can be entered into the show

along with household pets of course.
Generally, these have the fewest
amount of cats entered.

Medium-sized shows are where
there may be a number of breeds
exhibited, but only of a certain type –
e.g. the Short-Haired Cat Society
show. As the name suggest, only
short-haired cats can be shown (or
any HPs), but this will cover quite a
few different breeds.

The largest types of show are usually
the all-breed shows – e.g. the
London Cat Club show. All breeds
recognized by the GCCF can be
entered (along with HPs) and are
split into 6 or 7 cat-egories:

Persian

Semi-LongHair(includesRagdolls)

British

Foreign

Burmese

Oriental

Siamese/Balinese

Date:

All GCCF cat shows take place on a
single day, usually a Saturday,
though sometimes on a Sunday. You
are not allowed to show your cat on
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consecutive weekends, there must
always be at least 13 days between
the shows you enter your cat into.

Address:

Shows take place in public places
such as leisure centres or exhibition
centres. The general public have
access to the show in the afternoon
(for a small fee!).

Schedule:

This is a very important document. It
lists all the classes at the show split
by breed cat-egory as shown above
and also by Adult, Neuter, Kitten.
Your cat is entered into their
respective breed class  and also 2 –
3 side/miscellaneous classes which
may be something such as Visitor’s
Neuter or Junior Neuter.

The schedule also lists which judge
is assessing each class – this is
important when it comes to earning
titles, which I’ll talk about later.

Finally, the schedule also has the
all-important entry form and
information regarding entry fees and
closing dates.

When you’ve completed your entry
form, you send it off to the address
shown making sure that you include
a stamped, self-addressed return
envelope so that you can get

confirmation that your entry has been
received and accepted.

Great! I’ve entered my cat… So
what happens now?

It’s quite straightforward to show
your cat, but you do need some
important supplies beforehand!

Cat Show Equipment

White blankets, litter tray, food/water
bowls

The judges aren’t allowed to know
who each cat belongs to, so each
show pen has to look pretty uniform
with no distinguishing features.  They
therefore need to contain a white
blanket for the cat to sit / lie on; a
white sanitary tray preferably with
white litter, and white food/water
bowls. All of these items are sold at
shows, or you might have a nice
breeder like who provided all these.

As it’s usually an early start, you will
need to  get everything prepared the
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day before the show. This includes
both the “show bag” which has all the
supplies, and your cats of course

The show bag: this contains all the
items listed above plus food, water,
comb, cleaning wipes, our
vaccination certificates, baby wipes,
cotton wool pads, duster, camera,
and pen. The need for all of these will
become clear as we progress!

Your cats:

 A Ragdoll will need many hours
worth of coat preparation!  Also clean
their ears with baby wipes and their
eyes and nose with moist cotton wool
pads  (and then they’re put in the bag
in case they need extra cleaning on
show day!).

The final job (and one which some
cats hate!) is to have their nails
trimmed.  Just take the tips off, so it
doesn’t hurt – it’s just like  humans
cutting their nails – but cats can
wriggle and squiggle and make so
much noise.

The next thing to do is to make sure
the alarm’s set in time to wake up in
time for the adventure

The big day has arrived –
Showtime!

So the big day is here, you’ve packed
up the car with the show bag and
puss cat in a suitable carrier (it’s
easier at the show if you have a
top-opening carrier, but this isn’t

compulsory), you’ve programmed
the address into your sat nav – so off
you go!

On arrival at the show, the first thing
you’ll do is queue up to get your
entrance paperwork (generally the
earlier you get there, the less time
you spend queuing – the schedule
lets you know about opening times).
All you need to do is state your name
and you’ll get a piece of paper that
has your cat’s details on, along with
their show pen number. You must
check this to make sure all the
information is correct and that there
are no spelling mistakes.

Vetting In

Cats being vetted in before the show

 Before you rush off to your show
pen, though, there is one very
important thing that every exhibitor
must do! All cats are “vetted in” – i.e.
qualified vets will be at the show to
check every single cat before they go
into the show hall.

This includes checking for any signs
of illness, or for infestations such as
fleas/ticks. Your cat’s vaccination
certificates will also be checked. If
there is any sign of anything wrong,
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which includes the vaccinations
being out of date, the cat will not be
accepted into the show and you will
not get a refund. The cat is then
either placed into isolation (if such
facilities are available) or sent home
(with you taking them of course!).

But of course, your cat will pass the
vetting-in procedure with flying
colours – most, though not all, cats
do :). The vet will sign your entry
paperwork that you picked up earlier
and you can go into the show hall
and find your show pen!

Cat Show Hall

Cat Show Hall (early in the morning!)

When you’ve found your cat’s pen,
it’ll be empty, except perhaps for a
leaflet or a sample of cat food for
puss to try. The first thing to do is
clean all the bars and the sides with
wipes as the pens can get very dirty
when they’re stored and you don’t
want your cat to get any illness when
they rub against the sides.

The next job is to put all the bits and
bobs we discussed earlier into the
pen – the sanitary tray with litter, the
blankets, water in the water bowl
(which clips onto the bars) and some
food. All of these things stay in the
pen for the whole day with the
exception of the food bowl which
must be taken out before morning
judging commences (usually 10am –
more on that soon).

The only thing left to do is to then put
your cat into their pen and make sure
they’re settled and comfortable. It’s
also a good time to check puss is
clean and give them a final groom
with the comb. This is where the
duster comes in! A good wipe with
the duster leaves the coat nice and
shiny

Let the judging commence!

Judging usually starts at 10am and
the first classes to be judged are the
breed classes – this is where Adult
and Neutered cats can earn titles, so
it’s important the judges are
impartial. Therefore, all owners are
required to leave the show hall for
the entire morning and are not
allowed back in until usually around
12:30-13:00 (depending on the
show).
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Judging tables

There are usually several judges
assessing the different cat-egories
who often have a Judge Steward
accompanying them. They visit each
cat individually, the Steward carefully
takes the cat out of their pen and
they have a small, portable table that
the cat stands on. The judge looks at
all the different points relevant to that
breed which may include shape of
head, markings, etc.

After they’ve looked at all the cats in
the class, they’ll award 1st to 4th
places. For breed classes, they’re
split into Male and Female, and then
the judge chooses who is Best of
Breed (BoB) out of the 1st placed
male and the 1st placed female.
They’ll also decide on which
certificates to award at this stage
such as Premier Certificates, but
we’ll talk more about that when we
look at how cats earn titles.

Judging carries on for most of the
day, but by the time the owners (and
the general public) are allowed into
the show hall, most of the breed
classes will be complete and the

judging will have moved on to the
side classes, although this is done in
the same way as for the breed
classes.

The results of each class are collated
by the show personnel and pinned
up throughout the day to a board like
this one:

Results board

Each class is shown individually –
these boards can get very crowded
once the results start coming through
as all the eager owners want to see
how their babies have done!

Once the results start to filter
through, the show teams will also fix
rosettes and certificates to the
winning cats’ pens – a lovely sight to
see .
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Look at all my rosettes!

Best in Show

Once all the BoBs have been
identified, in an all-breed show the
Best of Variety will be decided: e.g.
Best Ragdoll Adult, Best Ragdoll
Neuter & Best Ragdoll Kitten – and
the same for all the other categories.
{In a smaller show, it may be based
on Best Female kitten, Best Male
kitten etc.} Out of these, the Best  cat
will be decided (and for the others
too) and that cat will then go forward
to be judged for Overall Best in Show
– a most coveted title! There are
usually special Best in Show pens
set aside for all the Best of cat-
egories, including household pets.
They are decorated very
sumptuously and have lots of nice
goodies inside as prizes, as you can
see here:

Best in Show pens

A closer view of Best in Show pens
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Then – huge excitement – as one of
the judges looks at all Best of Variety
winners and decides the overall
Best in Show! :) This is usually the
last judging of the day, and not long
after this, all exhibitors are allowed
to pack up and make the journey
home (though you are not allowed to
do this until the show manager
officially announces that the show is
closed).

So hopefully a happy day is had by
all and there’ll be lots of fuss and
attention given to the cats, no matter
if they won or not :) The only thing to
do then is wait for the judge’s report
to be published on the GCCF
website, so you can see what they
thought of your cat!

The Supreme Show

This is the most prestigious of all the
GCCF cat shows (the feline
equivalent of Crufts). It works
slightly differently to what I’ve
previously described in that there
are no side classes, the judging
takes place in a ring away from the
pens, therefore the pens are
decorated and the owners don’t
have to leave the hall, and the show

is open to the general public from
earlier in the morning.

Titles

As stated earlier, all Adult and
Neuter cats can earn titles, so here’s
a quick guide to how it works.

The winner of the Adult breed class
may be awarded a Challenge
Certificate if they are deemed to be
of good enough quality. The cat
needs to earn three of these from
three different judges, and then
they’ll be a Champion Cat (Ch). The
same goes for Neuters, except they
earn Premier Certificates to be able
to earn the title of Premier Cat (Pr).

Once they are Chs or Prs, the cats
then can be awarded Grand
Champion or Grand Premier status,
though this is harder as they are not
awarded by breed, but rather by
section so much more competition.
Again, three certificates from three
different judges mean that the cat
can be called a Grand Champion or
Grand Premier.
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Grand Champions and Grand Premiers then compete for the title of
Imperial Grand Champion/Premier. There is just one class for each
category per section, and to obtain the title a cat has to gain Imperial
Certificates from five different judges!

The next level is then Olympian – Bronze, Silver and Gold. Again the cat
needs five certificates from five different judges to get Bronze, then five for
Silver & five for gold. At least four of these five must have come from
all-breed shows.

(Based on an article  on Bengal Cat World  Website)


